AT   LARGE
way 5 if he asked one to do a particular thing,
one felt proud to be entrusted with it, and amply
rewarded by a word of approval. It was possible
to take a different view from the view which he
took of a matter or a situation, but it was im-
possible to express one's dissent in his presence.
A few halting, fumbling words of his were more
weighty than many a facile and voluble oration.
Personally I often mistrusted his judgment, but I
followed him with an eager delight. With such
men as these, posterity is often at a loss to know
why they impressed their contemporaries, or why
they continue to be spoken of with reverence and
enthusiasm. The secret is that it is a kind of
moral and magnetic force, and the lamentable
part of it is that such men, if they are not en-
lightened and wise, may do more harm than good,
because they tend to stereotype what ought to be
changed and renewed.
That is one way of greatness ; a sort of big,
blunt force that overwhelms and uplifts, like a
great sea-roller, yielding at a hundred small
points, yet crowding onwards in soft volume
and ponderous weight.
Two interesting examples of this impressive and
indescribable greatness seem to have been Arthur
Hallam and the late Mr. W, E. Henley. In the
case of Arthur Hallam, the eulogies which his
friends pronounced upon him seem couched in